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Partly inspired by the social movements of the 1960s, environmental history
started as a historical inquiry into how human societies have interacted
with the natural world over time. Unlike other historical disciplines, it
emphasizes the “agency” of nature, or its active roles in influencing human
FiEs i affairs. In short, environmental history examines how humans both shape
Course description their environment and are shaped by it. By the beginning of the twenty-first
century, most historians shared the notion that neglecting the environment
meant missing something important. Then, what exactly is it?
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The aim of this course is to help students understand an emerging academic
field of environmental history. First, it will briefly introduce how this field
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emerged, followed by critical reading of different approaches to
environmental history. Then, students will be asked to compare and
contrast these methodologies, and to apply one’s “ideal approach” to two
case studies in regions covering current Mexico, Canada & the United
States. After these “practices,” students will be asked first to take written
exam consisting of ID and essay questions, and then to write a final paper,
incorporating primary sources left behind by European explores,
missionaries, artists and other observers whose documents reflect particular
Euro-centric perspectives.
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/Course objectives

The students will be expected to read the materials in advance so as to
S Al G A IR ESE E participate in class discussion, to critically summarize what they learn, and
H to construct their narrative based upon the entire reading (both primary and
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/Other departments' students

% DAk, Others(in detail)  (100.0%) : Grade will be based upon:
pre-class summary (25%), in-class reflections, presentations & Mid-Term
Summaries (35%TBA), final (15%) & essay [4000 characters in Japanese OR
1500 words in English] (25%).
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/Evaluation

7 %A b /Textbook FI 58, Free Text : Reading materials will be provided on the Moodle.
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ik, 20184E; FYL: Andrew C. Isenberg, “Introduction: A New Environmental
History,” The Oxford Handbook of Environmental History, edited by
Andrew C. Isenberg, Oxford University Press, 2014, pp.1-25.
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/Required foreign languages

English / Japanese
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1.Prologue
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2.Introduction (1): An emergence of environmental studies
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3.Discussion on Alfred W. Crosby, “Ecological Imperialism,” The Texas
Quarterly, 21, Spring 1978, pp.10-22.
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4.Discussion on Donald Worster, “Transformation of the Earth: Toward an
groecological Perspective in History,” Journal of American History, 76, 4,
arch 1990, pp.1087-1106.
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5.Discussion on William Cronon, “Modes of Prophecy and Production:
Placing Nature in History,” Journal of American History, 76, 4, March 1990,
pp.1122-31.
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6.Discussion on Carolyn Merchant, “The Theoretical Structure of Ecological
Revolutions,” Environmental Review, 11, 4, 1987, pp.265-74.
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7.A critical summary of how to approach environmental history (1)
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8.Introduction (2): Native ecology and the contact
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9.Discussion on Ramon A. Guiterrez, When Jesus Came, The Corn Mothers
ent Away: Marriage, Sexuality, and Power in New Mexico. Stanford
University Press, 1991 [excerpt].
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10.Discussion on Calvin Martin, “The European Impact on the Culture of a
ortheastern Algonquin Tribe: An Ecological Interpretation,” William and
Mary Quarterly, 31, 1974, pp.7-26.
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11.A critical summary of how to approach environmental history (2)
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12.Final: ID & essay questions
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13.Paper Outline: narrating an environmental history with primary sources
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14.Epilogue: Paper Due
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